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HOUSE BI LL 2831

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Anderson, Wallace, Priest, Quall, Sullivan, and
Hai gh

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to inproving teacher preparation prograns; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The academi c research is clear that
effective teachers have a significant inpact and are the nost inportant
school -rel ated factor affecting student achievenent. According to the
Washi ngton state institute for public policy, a student wth five
consecutive highly effective teachers could see an increase in thirty
scale points on the Wshington assessnent of student | earning. I n
theory, a significant, sustained, and systemm de increase in teacher
ef fectiveness has the potential to boost the state's graduation rate by
as nmuch as thirteen percentage points.

(2) What is less clear is how to obtain effective teachers.
Nat i onal reports reveal an ongoi ng debate about the best way to prepare
future teachers and raise significant questions about the quality of
bot h uni versity-based and alternative prograns.

(a) More scrutiny is needed to determine if there is a disconnect
between the core teaching conpetencies and subject area know edge
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provi ded by preparation prograns and those needed in today's schools
and cl assroons.

(b) Washington's colleges of education produce five thousand four
hundred newly certified teachers each year, but forty-three percent of
them are endorsed in elenentary education. Fewer than three hundred
are endorsed in special education or one of the sciences, and fewer
than two hundred are endorsed in mathematics or English as a second
| anguage. Strategi es nust be devel oped to increase program capacity
and certificate production in critical high-demand subject areas.

(c) Prograns offered in Washington are subject to state approva
through the professional educator standards board, but additional
opportunities for accountability should be examned to ensure the
desired outcone of the nost effective teachers possible.

(3) Therefore the legislature intends to exam ne nore thoroughly
the issues regarding preparation of effective teachers and devel op
strategies for inproving the quality of the future teaching workforce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Washington state institute for
public policy shall review and analyze teacher preparation in
Washi ngton state and identify possible strategies for inproving the
effectiveness of future teachers through:

(a) Strengthening the essential conpetencies and know edge that
preparation prograns are expected to provide for initial teacher
certification and reduci ng unnecessary or lower priority requirenents;

(b) Increasing program capacity and degree production in
hi gh- demand subj ect areas; and

(c) Enhancing the state's accountability system for teacher
preparation prograns.

(2) In conducting the review and analysis, the institute shall at
a mni mum

(a) Review the research Iliterature on teacher preparation
including any rigorous studies of the characteristics of teacher
preparation prograns that are associated with effective teachers or
effective teaching;

(b) If necessary, rely on nultiple sources of information to
conpensate for Ilimted outcones-based research, including surveys,
interviews with educators, case studies, data collection and anal ysi s,
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and an exam nation of innovative prograns in Washington or in other
states; and

(c) Develop an evaluation framework and conduct an in-depth review
of a sanple of teacher preparation prograns, including alternative
route prograns, to identify strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities
for inprovenent.

(3) The institute shall also propose a rigorous study of the
relationship between teacher effectiveness and teacher preparation
programs, including the necessary data elenents, research design,
tinmelines, and costs.

(4) The institute shall submt an interimreport to the education
commttees of the legislature by Decenber 1, 2008. The interimreport
may include a prelimnary literature review, the proposed study under
subsection (3) of this section, and an outline of the remaining review
and anal ysi s. A final report including the results of the program
eval uation and possible strategies for inprovenent shall be submtted
by Decenber 1, 20009.

~-- END ---
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